1. Conduct research, and list at least five types of investment assets that you are interested in.  Share the historical performance of each asset over the past 1, 5, and 10 year periods.  Of your selected five choices, show the percentage of the investment you would direct if provided the opportunity.  Remember, your investment distribution should add up to 100%.  Share your rationale within your examples, which help to provide evidence to your argument.  

2. Using the tool instruments contained within the Lesson Two reading, develop your financial goals using the chart on page four.  List the top five financial goals for what you want to save or invest for, along with a corresponding date for each.  Reflect on any obstacle that may prevent you from achieving your personal financial goals.  Share examples to help illustrate your plans. ( the reading can be found by searching savings and investing pdf its on the sec.gov)


3. W3.Part 1 – Congratulations, you just hit the lottery jackpot for one million dollars.  You now have an option to receive $50,000 each year for 20 consecutive years, or you can receive $700,000 upfront on day one.  Ignoring tax implications, what would you select, and why?  How does the current and future value of money enter into your calculations?  How does inflation, and future cost of items factor into your calculations?  Please share your calculations with the class, along with your arguments and evidence.  
 W3.Part 2 – You have $10,000 to invest.  Your Grandmother, who doesn’t trust banks, has advised you to put the money under your mattress to save for the future.  Conversely, your Mother suggests you open a savings account at a bank.  In your town, the banks are currently offering 3% interest.  One bank (Bank A) compounds the interests each quarter (March 31, June 30, September 30, and December 31).  The other bank (Bank B) compounds the interest on an annual basis (December 31).  Assuming you would save your money for the next 10 years, what would your balance be in Bank A and in Bank B?  Please describe your calculations within your response.



4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Access the Investment Risk Tolerance Quiz (Lesson Four Quiz) assignment.   Answer the 13 questions as honestly as you can, and as they apply to your personal feelings toward money, gambles, certainties, thrills, and comfort.  Tally your score using the scoring guide at the end of the Investment Risk Tolerance Quiz.  Share your results with the class.  Are you a conservative investor, moderate, or aggressive?  Additionally, state whether you were surprised or expected the results you identified.  Provide life of examples of times when your actions resembled your Risk Tolerance Quiz findings (attached)

5. Many financial advisors would suggest investors never place all of their “eggs into a single basket”.  However, some others (such as Mark Cuban and Warren Buffett) believe diversification can be a burden on the potential of portfolio growth, by placing unnecessary limits on gains.  Where do you stand on this debate?  How might the everyday investor (as compared to the aforementioned billionaires) limit their risk to the potential highs and lows/volatility of the financial markets?  Is portfolio diversification necessary?  How often should the investor review his or her holdings, and how often should the investor rebalance their holdings? Please share examples in support of your response.

6. One of the major principles of investing is to “buy low and sell high”.  Real estate investments can complement one’s portfolio, depending on many simultaneous factors.  Some investors purchase properties to rent.  Others purchase properties to repair, improve upon, and then to sell for a profit.  Yet others may acquire real estate to reside and enjoy.  Within the context of investing, please describe how each of the following factors may positively or negatively impact one’s real estate holdings within the investment portfolio:
- Change in real estate tax rates (county, municipal, and school)
- Factory or plant openings or closings within the area
- Public school system serving the neighborhood
- The attention to neighbors and property upkeep
- The economic health of the community
- Violence or safety records of the neighborhood
- Overall supply and demand for properties within the neighborhood
- The mechanical aptitude of the property owner to repair and maintain such property
7. Over a seven-day period, write down every penny that you spend, and what you buying.  Include in your analysis, the monthly expenses you identified earlier in the course.  Examine your analysis.  What patterns do you see?  What is your latte factor?    That is, what might you be able to sacrifice, in favor of plowing more money into your savings?                        Now that you have identified areas of savings, how might you be able to make the savings automatic?  Does your employer have a 401K savings plan?  Or, instead of asking for new clothing at holidays or birthdays, might you ask your Grandparents for gifts such as a savings bond, or a silver or gold coin? Share examples in support of your response.
8. At what age would you recommend starting to plan for retirement?  Do you feel comfortable developing your own retirement plan without the professional assistance of a financial advisor/planner?  Describe the pros and cons of using a financial planner in developing a retirement plan.  Please support your argument with facts, research, and evidence.


